
10th Street SW and Banneker Connection 
Public Meeting 
December 4th, 2013 



Agenda and Purpose

Agenda
Welcome 6:30

Project Overview 6:35 

10th Street and Banneker Connection 6:40  
 10th Street Short-Term Improvements

 Banneker Interim Connection Concept

 10th Street Long-Term Improvements

Advancing the Plan - Design Guidelines 7:10
 Park Character

 Streets

 Building Scale

Discussion at Boards 7:30

Adjourn 8:30
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10th Street Programmatic Concept + 
Banneker Overlook Connection 

• Public Meeting May
• CFA Information Presentation June
• NCPC Information presentation June
• Working Group Meeting Sept
• SW Ecodistrict Task Force Meeting Nov
• CFA Presentation Nov
• Public Meeting Dec
• NCPC Concept Presentation Jan 2014

Working Group at ZGF on September 13

Project Progress
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Agenda

1. Short Term Improvements

2. Long Term Urban Design Program

3. Preliminary Design Guidelines
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Short Term Improvements - Entry, Program, Wayfinding and Connection
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Short Term Improvements - Entry, Program, Wayfinding and Connections
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National Mall to the Waterfront
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Potential Area for Festival Programming
Consider temporary improvements  such as street art, lighting and music

Festival Zone Festival Zone

Photo Simulation of Festival at D.O.E.



Short Term Improvements - Entry, Program, Wayfinding and Connections
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National Mall to the Waterfront
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1. Wayfinding
Improvements for entire length

2. Pedestrian and Bike Safety Improvements
Enhanced crosswalks
Bike Lane
Potential Lane Modifications

3. Interim Banneker Connections 
Stair connection to Fish Market
Path connection to 9th Street

Potential wayfinding – Vertical and horizontal examples



Interim Banneker Connection

Revised Design Program and Concept Plan
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National Mall to the Waterfront



Interim Banneker Connection

Previously Presented Concept Plan
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Interim Banneker Connection

Previously Presented Concept – Sloped Alternative
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Revised Concept – Working Group Meeting
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Interim Banneker Connection



Revised Concept Plan
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Interim Banneker Connection

Improved path

Interim steps
with 
enhanced 
landscape

Improved crosswalksTransition plazas from 
10th St to connections



Revised Concept Plan
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Interim Banneker Connection

Improved 
path and 
crosswalks

Terraced steps
and landscape

Improved crosswalks
Transition plazas from 
10th St to connections

Green wall to soften appearance 
of existing structure

New signalized 
intersection





Interim Banneker Connection

Discussion at Boards

Is the refined program and design concept the right strategy 
for an interim connection?
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Long Term Improvements

Urban Design Program
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National Mall to the Waterfront





10th Street – Concept Study

Design Analysis – Evaluated Structure to Inform Potential Tree Rhythm
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10th Street – Concept Study

Presented and Received Comments from:

• Public Meeting

• U.S. Commission of Fine Arts

• NCPC
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3 Preliminary Design Approaches – Hardscape, Softscape, Water











Long Term Improvements
The Experience – An Urban Garden Promenade
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National Mall to the Waterfront

Section Diagram

Plan Diagram



















The Urban Plaza
There are a variety of design strategies for the Plaza at the peak of the street:
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National Mall to the Waterfront

A framed water feature 
in the median

Design the plaza from 
building  to building

Design encompasses the 
Right-of-way

An architectural feature
In the median









10th Street – Concept Study

Discussion at Boards

10th Street SW as an Urban Garden Promenade?

The Urban Design Program – Is this the right approach to move 
forward?

Are there design characteristics that will define this as both the 
Monumental Core and Neighborhood asset?
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SW Ecodistrict Design Guidelines
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SW Ecodistrict Design Guidelines
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• The Monumental Core Framework Plan

• The Musuems and Memorials Master Plan



Design Guidelines

Opportunity to Advance the Plan

• Street classifications 

• Building Massing

• Park Character and Function

• Hardscape/Landscape character
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Design Guidelines
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Design Guidelines
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Design Guidelines
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Area of Consideration: Western View from 4th Street

Impact of Building Form/Massing
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Area of Consideration: Southern View from National Mall

Impact of Building Form/Massing
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Area of Consideration: Southern View from Smithsonian Haupt Garden

Impact of Building Form/Massing

56



Area of Consideration: Eastern View from 12th St at Independence Avenue

Impact of Building Form/Massing
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Area of Consideration: Banneker Park

Impact of Building Form/Massing
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Draft Recommendations: 

• The scale of new development on the south side of 
Independence Avenue should respect the setting of the 
Smithsonian buildings to the north as viewed from 
Independence Avenue and from the National Mall.

• The scale and configuration of  a museum(s) at Banneker 
Park should respect the existing residential development to 
the south and east.

• The scale of buildings along 10th Street should create an 
intimate experience along the corridor and frame the 
Smithsonian Castle to the north. 

Design Guidelines
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Design Guidelines
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Draft Recommendations: 

Banneker should have a monumental character 
whereas Reservation 113 should have a more 
neighborhood character.

Hardscape / landscape elements should be timeless, 
with both new and more traditional qualities.

Design Guidelines
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Discussion at Boards
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